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Bhutan is one of the few places on Earth where nature isn't just a backdrop—it is a protected citizen. As
the world's first carbon-negative country, Bhutan has constitutionally mandated that at least 60% of its
land remains under forest cover for all time. As Bhutan integrates its new "Mindfulness City" in Gelephu
with its sprawling wilderness, the kingdom offers a masterclass in how humans and wildlife can coexist.
Here is your guide to the extraordinary biodiversity of the Thunder Dragon.

A Kingdom of Extremes: The Flora

Because Bhutan's elevation rises from 150m in the south to over 7,000m in the north, it hosts an incredible
variety of plant life within a very small area.

National Flower: The Blue Poppy (Meconopsis gakyidiana) is Bhutan's national flower. It blooms in high-
altitude rocky screes above 3,500m during the monsoon (June–August).

Rhododendron Forests: Bhutan boasts over 46 species of rhododendrons. In the spring (March–May),
the mountainsides turn into a riot of pink, red, and white.

Orchids & Medicinal Herbs: The subtropical south is home to over 300 species of orchids, while the
high Himalayas are a "Pharmacy of the Gods," rich in medicinal plants used in traditional Sowa Rigpa
medicine.

Rare and Sacred: The Fauna

Bhutan is a sanctuary for some of the world's most endangered and elusive animals.
The Royal Bengal Tiger: Uniquely, Bhutan's tigers have been found as high as 4,000m, sharing territory
with snow leopards.

The Takin: Bhutan's national animal—a quirky creature that looks like a cross between a goat and a cow.
You can see them easily at the Motithang Takin Preserve in Thimphu.

The Black-Necked Crane: These "Heavenly Birds" migrate from the Tibetan Plateau to the Phobjikha
and Bumdeling valleys every winter. They are so revered that locals celebrate an annual festival in their
honor.

Golden Langur: One of the world's rarest primates, found only in the golden-hued forests of south-central
Bhutan.

The Crown Jewels: Top National Parks

Bhutan has ten protected areas, covering over 40% of the country's territory. These parks are more accessible
thanks to improved eco-tourism trails.National ParkBest For...Notable WildlifeRoyal ManasSubtropical
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SafariElephants, Rhinos, Clouded LeopardsJigme DorjiHigh-Altitude TrekkingSnow Leopards, Takins, Blue
PoppiesPhrumsenglaBirdwatchingSatyr Tragopan, Rufous-necked HornbillWangchuck CentennialRemote
WildernessHimalayan Black Bear, Musk DeerBumdeling WildlifeWinter BirdingBlack-Necked Cranes,
Ludlow's Butterfly

Nature Etiquette: The "Mindful Traveler" Rules

Bhutan's environmental success relies on the respect shown by its visitors.

Pro Tips

Leave No Trace: Whether on a day hike to Tiger's Nest or a 25-day trek, always pack out what you
pack in.
Respect the Silence: In sacred groves or bird-watching areas, keep noise to a minimum.
No Feeding: Never feed wild animals, including the macaques found along the highways; it disrupts
their natural behavior and leads to aggression.
Photography: Always ask your guide before photographing wildlife, especially in sensitive areas or
with flash.

Why 2026 is Special for Nature Lovers

With the development of the Gelephu Mindfulness City, Bhutan is creating "biodiversity corridors" that
connect the southern wildlife sanctuaries to the northern mountain ranges. Travelers can witness this unique
urban-nature integration, seeing how modern city planning can actually enhance wildlife migration paths for
elephants and tigers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What wildlife can I see in Bhutan?

Takin (national animal), black-necked cranes (winter), red pandas, Himalayan black bears, golden langurs,
blue sheep, musk deer, and over 770 bird species. Tigers and snow leopards exist but are rarely seen.

When is the best time to see black-necked cranes?

Late October to mid-February in Phobjikha Valley. The cranes arrive from Tibet around November and
stay until February. The Black-Necked Crane Festival (November 11) offers special viewing opportunities.

Is Bhutan good for birdwatching?

Excellent! Over 770 species including rare Himalayan birds like blood pheasant, satyr tragopan, and
beautiful nuthatch. Best areas: Phobjikha, Bumthang, Zhemgang, and eastern Bhutan. Peak seasons:
April-June and October-November.

What are Bhutan's national parks?
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Jigme Dorji (largest, snow leopards), Royal Manas (tigers, elephants), Phrumsengla (red pandas), Jigme
Singye Wangchuck (central), and Bumdeling (cranes). Over 70% of Bhutan is forested and protected.

Can I see takin in the wild?

Wild takin are difficult to spot. Visit the Takin Preserve in Thimphu for guaranteed sightings. In the wild,
they inhabit high alpine meadows above 4,000m, occasionally seen on high-altitude treks.

Why is Bhutan carbon-negative?

Bhutan absorbs more CO2 than it produces due to 70%+ forest cover (constitutionally mandated at 60%
minimum), low population, limited industrialization, and hydropower electricity. It's the world's only
carbon-negative country.

Need More Information?

Contact our Bhutan travel experts for personalized advice.

bywaysinquiry@gmail.com | +975 77 220 614 | www.byways.bt
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